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LATE  HEWS 


The  Minister  of  Food  for  the  United  Kingdom  recently  announced  that 
stocks  of  carcass  neat  have  now  increased  sufficiently  to  permit  the 
entire  meat  ration  of  1  s.,  1  d.  (about  22  cents)  to  be  made  up  of 
carcass  meat,  effective  May  22.    Prior  to  that  date,  a  certain  quantity 
of  canned  corned  beef  had  to  be  included  in  the  weekly  ration. 


Iraq  has  lifted  the  export  ban  on  barley  to  all  countries  except 
Israel.     The  High  Supply  Committee  made  this  decision  on  the  basis  of 
large  barley  stocks  from  the  19U3  season  and  a  19^9  crop  which  is 
expected  to  exceed  39  million  bushels  compared  to  a  1935~39  average 
production  of  about  21+  million  bushels.     It  was -.previously  reported 
from  the  American  Embassy  in  Bagh  ad  that  Iraq  may  have  about  1I4.  million 
bushels  of  barley  to  export  this  year.     Exports -of  barley  from  Iraq 
have  been  prohibited  since  October  29,  19^7* 


The  production  of  tallow  and  lard,  in  New  Zealand  during  19^-9  should 

be  about  the  same  as  in  I9U6.    New  Zealand's  191+9  tallow  output  has  been 

estimated  at  about  50,000  short  tons,  of  which  approximately  3^,000 

(Continued  on  Page  559) 
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WORLD  3.948-49  TOBACCO  PRODUCTION  SLIGHTLY  ABOVE  1947-48 

The  world's  tobacco  harvest  during  the  12  months,  July  1948  through 
June  19^9 ,  is  estimated  at  7,^53  million  pounds ,  as  compared  with  the 
1947-48  production  of  7,315  million  pounds  and  the  prewar,  1935-39,  annual 
average  of  6,597  million  pounds.    The  data  for  194849  and  1947-48  are 
revisions  from,  estimates  released  in  November  1948.    For  "both  years  the 
harvest  is  slightly  larger  than  previously  reported. 

Production  in  1948-49  in  the  United  States  and  some  other  countries 
is  well  "below  1947-48  harvests,  but  declines  in  these  areas  are  more  than 
offset  by  increases  in  China,  Canada,  Brazil,  the  Philippine  Eepublic 
and  several  other  countries.    The  world  crop  is  estimated  at  approximate 3.y 
2  percent  above  the  1947-48  output „ 

The  1948-49  production  of  flue -cured  leaf,  the  principal  type  enter- 
ing world,  trade,  was  about  18  percent  below  the  large  1947-48  outturn,. 
The  sharp  reduction  of  about  228  million  pounds  in  the  1948  United  States 
crop,  however,  has  been  partly  offset  by  a  record  crop  in  China.  Sub- 
stantial increases  in  flue-cured  production  were  also  made  in  Canada, 
Brazil,  India  and  a  number  of  other  countries, 

The  production  of  Oriental  or  Turkish  type  tobacco  in  1948-49  is 
estimated  to  be  somewhat  below  the  1947-48  crop.    Larger  crops  are  reported 
for  Bulgaria,  the  U.S.SoE.  and  Yugoslavia,  but  reductions  in  Greece  and 
Turkey  are  expected  to  more  than  offset  the  increases  reported  for  these 
countries.    The  relatively  small  production  in  Southern  Africa  and  other 
parts  of  the  world  is  estimated  to  be  about  the  same  as  in  1947-48. 

The  1948-49  world  production  of  light  air-cured  types  of  tobacco, 
which  represent  an  important  portion  of  total  production  in  many  producing 
countries,  is  estimated  to  be  somewhat  larger  than  in  1947-48.    The  pro- 
duction of  cigar  types  and  other  dark  types  also  is  estimated  to  be 
larger  in  1948-49  than  in  1947-48, 

North  America.    Canada's  1948  tobacco  production  is  now  officially 
estimated  at  126,6  million  pounds  as  compared  with  106„7  million  pounds 
in  1947.    The  acreage  harvested  in  1948  was  12  percent  below  1947,  but  the 
average  yield  per  acre,  was  34  percent  higher.    The  United  States  crop  is 
officially  estimated  at  1,982  million  pounds  from  1,555,000  acres,  as 
compared  with  2,110  million  pounds  from  1,853,000  acres  in  1947  and  an 
annual  average  of  lfk6o  million  pounds  from  1,6^7,000  acres  in  the  prewar, 
1935-39,  period.    The  1943  production  of  flue-cured,  fire-cured  and  dark 
air-cured  types  show  substantial  declines  from  1947  levels.    The  production 
of  light  air-cured  leaf  was  22  percent  larger  in  1943  and  the  production  of 
cigar  leaf  was  about  the  same  as  in  3:947 . 

The  1948-49  production  in  Mexico,  Central  America  and  the  Caribbean 
countries  is  estimated  to  be  about  10  percent  larger  than  in  1947-48. 
Increases  are  reported  for  Mexico,  the  Dominican  Eepublic  and  most  Central 
American  countries  while  decreases  are  reported  for  Puerto  Eico  and  Jamaica. 
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For  all  North  America,  the  1948-49  production  of  tobacco  is  estimated 
at  2,320  million  pounds  from  about  1,990,000  acres,  as  compared  with 
2jkl0  million  pounds  from  2/260,000  acres  in  1947-48  and  a  prewar,  1935-39, 
annual  average  of  1,710  million  pounds  from  1,960, 000  acres. 

Europe.    The  1948  production  of  tobacco  in  Europe,  excluding  the  U,  S=S.I« 
is  now  estimated  to  "be  about  9  percent  larger  than. the  1947  crop.    Sharp  in- 
creases over  19^7  a^e  reported  for  Bulgaria,  Czechoslovakia,  Hungary,  and 
Poland,  and  moderate  increases  for  Rumania,  Spain  and  Switzerland.    A  sharp 
drop  in  production  is  reported  for  Belgium  and  some  decline  for  France, 
Greece  and  Italy.    The  total  1948  production  in  Europe  is  estimated  at  810 
million  pounds  from  about  925,000  acres,  as  compared  with  the  1947  harvest 
of  7*4-5  million  pounds  from  625,000  -acres  and  the  prewar,  1935-39,  annual 
average  of  675  million  pounds  from  630,000  acres 

ITS.S.?..    Authentic  information  on  tobacco  production  in  the  U.S. 3. P. 
in  recent  years  still  is  not  available,    Unconfirmed  reports  still  indicate  j 
an  output  in  1948  somewhat  above  the  10^7  crop  but  approximately  8  percent 
below  the  prewar  average  production  of  about  p2p  million  pounds. 

Asia,     Turkey's  1948  tobacco  crop  is  estimated  at  17o<4  million  pounds  i 
as  compared  with  the  1047  production  of  220  million  pounds.    In  the  Asia 
Minor  countries  of  Iran.  Iraq  and  Palestine,  which  produce  Turkish -type  leaf, 
the  1948  production  is  estimated  to  be  below  the  1947  outturn.    The  1943-49  I 
tobacco  harvests  in  most  Far  Eastern  countries  are  reported  to  bo  above  1947. 
Larger  crops  are  reported  for  China,  Japan-  Korea,  Taiwan  (Formosa),  Indonesia 
and  the  Philippine  Republic.    For  all  of  Asia,  1948-49  harvests  total  3,315 
million  pounds  from  about  3,720,000  acres,  as  compared  with  3,175  million 
pounds  from  3,730,000  acres  in  1947 -48  and  the  prewar,  1935-39,  average  of 
3,250  million  pounds  from  3,750,000  acres. 

South  America.    A  slightly  smaller  acreage  was  planted  to  tobacco  in 
1948-49  in  South  America,  but  total  production  is  reported  to  "be  somewhat 
larger  due  to  more  normal  yields  than  wore  obtained  in  1947-48.  Combined 
1948-49  production  of  tobacco  in  all  South  American  countries  is  estimated 
at  4lp  million  pounds  from  about  450,000  acres,  as  compered  with  395  million! 
pounds  from  460,000  acres  in  1947-48  and  theprewar,  1935-39,  average  of  305  A 
million  pounds  from  355,000  acres, 

Africa ,     The  1943  harvest  of  tobacco  in  Algeria  and  other  northern 
African  producing  countries  is  estimated  above  1947  crops  due  primarily  to 
higher  yields  as  a  result  of  moru  favorable  weather  during  the  1948  growing 
season.    The  harvests  in  southern  African  producing  countries  are  estimated  m 
to  be  about  13  percent  balow  1047-46.     The  reduction  was  due  to  decreased 
yields  in  1948-49  which  resulted  from  a  prolonged  drought  during  the  growing 
season. 
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The  combined  1948-49  production  of  tobacco  for  all  of  Africa  is 
estimated  at  200  million  pounds  from  about  395,000  acres,  as  compared 
with  213  million  pounds  from  395,000  acres  in  1947-48  and  the  prewar, 
1935-39,  average  production  of  only  125  million  pounds  from  245,000 
acres . 

Oceania.    The  1948-49  tobacco  production  in  Oceania  is  estimated 
to  be  about  32  percent  larger  than  in  1947-48.    The  increased  production 
was  primarily  due  to  higher  yields,  as  the  area  planted  to  tobacco  was 
about  the  same  as  in  1947-48.    The  1946-49  Australia  crop  is  set  at 
3.9  million  pounds,  as  compared  with  the  short  1947-48  crop  of  2.4 
million  pounds  and  the  1935-39  average  of  5.3  million  pounds.    The  1948-49 
crop  in  New  Zealand  was  the  largest  on  record  and  totaled  5.6  million 
pounds,  as  compared  with  4.3  million  pounds  in  1947-48  and  a  prewar 

average  of  1.5  million  pounds.  .  

This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world 
agricultural  production  approved  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural 
Relations  Committee  on  Foreign  Crop  and  Livestock  Statistics.    For  this 
report,  the  Committee  was  composed  of  Joseph  A.  Becker,  Chairman, 
J.  Barnard  Gibbe.,  Clarence  E.  Pike,  Mary  L,E.  Jones,  Eric  B.  Shearer, 
Constance  H.  Famworth,  Mary  E.  Long,  and  John  C.  Eobbes . 


COMMODITY  DEVELOPMENTS 


GRAINS ,  GRAIN  PRODUCTS  AND  FEEDS 

BURMA  EXPORTS  LESS 
RICE  IN  APRIL 

Rice  exports  from  Burma  in  April  totaled  265  million  pounds,  a 
decline  from  332  million  pounds  in  March.    Although  deliveries  were  nearly 
35  percent  less  than  the  400  million  pounds  exported  in  April  a  year 
earlier,  they  were  considerably  larger  than  expected.    About  165  million 
pounds  were  shipped  from  Rangoon  when  new  stocks  reached  the  port  by 
truck  and  boat  from  the  lower  Sittang  Valley  and  by  Navy -escorted  convoys 
from  the  lower  Delta  area. 

Exports  during  the  January-April  period  of  1949  approximated  1,200 
million  pounds,  or  6  percent  less  than  the  1,300  million  pounds  shipped 
in  the  corresponding  period  of  1948.    The  Government  is  endeavoring  during 
May  to  ship  around  300  million  pounds  before  the  monsoon  rains  begin.  If 
200  million  pounds  are  shipped  in  June,  exports  during  the  first  half  of 
1949  will  approximate  1,700  million  pounds. 

Stocks  in  the  Henzada~?rome  area  now  blocked  off  by  insurgent 
activity  total  about  900  million  pounds.    If  these  were  released  for 
export  during  the  last  half  of  the  year,  rice  exports  from  Burma  in  1949 
would  then  total  2,600  million  pounds,  or  5  percent  less  than  the  2,725  mil- 
lion pounds  exported  in  1948.    Prewar  exports  averaged  3,300  million  pounds. 
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The  planted  rice  acreage  of  Burma  in  igkQ-kQ  was  9,921,000  acres 
compared  vita  9,256, 001  acres  in  tie  preceding  year,  according  to  the 
final  official  forecast.  Tue  crop,  aowever,  is  estimated  at  only  2o5 
million  bushels  (8,350  million  pounds  milled)  compared  with  cfjK  million 
bushels  (8,630  million  pounds)  in  the  year  before.  Production  during 
the  prewar  (1935  "36/39 -40)  period  averaged  about  350  million  bushels 
(11,000  TBillion  pounds)  annually. 

PERU'S  RICE  PROnrOTIOF  .  - 

BELOW  REQUIREMENTS 

Peru's  191+9  rice  acreage  is  much  smaller  than  in  1948,  according 
to  its  Ministry  of  Agriculture.    Unless  unusually  high  yields  per  acre 
are  harvested,  the  crop  is  expected  to  be  between  1+0  and  50  million 
pounds  less  than  the  2l+5  million  pounds  distributed  for  consumption  in 
1948 .    Lack  of  rainfall  in  northern  Peru  during  January  and  February, 
and  the  uncertainty  of  Government  prices  for  the  crop  accounted  for  the 
reduction  in  acreage.    Rice  growers  are  protesting  the  new  base  price 
for  this  year's  crop  provided  in  a  decree  of  Kay  14,  I949,  and  have 
asked  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  to  fix  a  new  price  level  in  view  of 
high  production  costs. 

COSTA  RICA  TO 
IMPORT  RICS 

Imports  of  rice  are  contemplated  by  Costa  Rica  in  the  near  future, 
since  the  country's  I949  riot*  crop  is  not  sufficient  to  meet  the  con- 
sumption requirements.    Rice  imported  earlier  this  year  was  found  to 
be  of  an  inferior  grade  to  that  ordered  and  it  hae  been  announced  that 
legal  action  is  being  considered  to  forestall  payment  of  the  contract 
price  to  the  importers. 

ECUADORAN  RICE  CROP 
PROSPECTS  FAVORABLE 

Ecuador's  I9I+9  rice  crop  may  be  20  percent  larger  than  in  the 
preceding  ye.cr  and  nearly  150  percent  greater  .than  prewar,  according 
to  Henry  L.  C ester .  American  Vice  Consul,  Guayaquil.    The  harvest  is 
forecast  at  b. 400, 000  bushels  (245  million  pounds  milled)  compared  with 
6,945,000  bushels  (203  million  pounds)  in  1048.    Prewar  (1936-49)  pro- 
duction averaged  approximately  3,1+00,000  bushels  (100  million  pounds; 
annually.    Weather  conditions  this  year  have  been  favorable  for  rice 
production. 

Domestic  consumption  of  milled  rice  is  estimated  at  around  80 
million  pounds,  which  will  allow  more  than  150  million  pounds  for  expor 
abroad.    This  new  crop  will  begin  to  be  mar he ted  in  June.    Stock3  on 
hand  from  the  previous  year5 3  crop  were  reported  on  April  15,  1949.  at 
around  20  million  pounds. 
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The  Ecuadoran  Minister  of  Economy  made  public  in  April  an  offer  from 
the  Venezuelan  Food  Commission  to  purchase  about  10  million  pounds  of 
milled  rice.    Ecuadoran  exporters  offered  to  ship  one -fourth  of  the  total 
during  the  first  half  of  May,  one -fourth  in  the  second  half  of  May.  and 
the  remainder  in  the  first  half  of  June  at  the  price  of  $9.86  per  100 
pounds,  f .o.b.  Guayaquil.    Ecuador  was  not  able  to  make  the  immediate 
delivery  required  by  Venezuela,  and  the  latter  country  reportedly  obtained 
its  rice  from  the  United  States. 


ECUA3X)R:    Rice  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
January -March  19*4-9,  with  comparisons 
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•  Million 

:  pounds 

:  pounds 

pounds 

,  pounds 

;  pounds 

:  pounds 

•  2 

\  46 

I  12 

I  29 

"  24 

1 

0 

0  > 

11 

:  5 

0 

6 

:  17 

12 

2/ 

2 

4 

2 

13 

3 

2 

0 

5 

k 

7 

1 

0 

16 

7 

0 

0 

0 

20 

0  < 

51 

0 

0 

India  

0  : 

38 

0 

0 

0 

:           4  ; 

3/      2k  ; 

1*  . 

hf  38 

2 

:          31  - 

130  : 

137  J 

151 

3^ 

3 

to  Mexico, 
Indonesia. 


and  5  million  to  Greece. 


)  pounds.  3/  includes  6  million  pounds 
4/  Includes  21  million  pounds  to 


Compiled  from  official  sources  and  ships'  manifests, 


Ecuadoran  milled  rice  in  April  was  selling  wholesale  on  the  Guayaquil 
market  at  $7. 50  to  $7.65  per  100  pounds.    Expectations  are  that  the  new 
crop  will  be  offered  at  less  than  $7.00  per  100  pounds  wholesale.  Rice 
was  being  exported  at  the  end  of  March  at  $9.52  per  100  pounds,  f .o.b. 
Guayaquil. 

Rice  exports  from  Ecuador  at  3  million  pounds  in  the  first  quarter 
of  1949  dropped  sharply  below  the  34  million  pounds  exported  in  the 
corresponding  period  of  the  preceding  year.    Record  exports  in  1943 
consisted  of  relatively  large  carry-over  supplies  from  the  I947  production 
plus  nearly  all  of  the  exportable  surplus  of  the  1948  crop.    As  a  result, 
very  little,  ric.e  is  available  for  export  in  the  first  part  of  1949 
before  the  new  crop  is  marketed. 


(Continued  on  Page  558) 
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LIVESTOCK  AND  ANIMAL  PRODUCTS 

CURRENT  HOG  SITUATION 
IN  ARGENTINA  1/ 

March  rains  generally  benefited  alfalfa  pastures  and  the  corn  crop 
in  the  principal  hog  fattening  areas  of  Argentina.    The  weather  in  early 
May,  however,  was  rainy  and  damp,  and  a  period  of  dry  weather  is  needed 
for  harvesting  of  the  current  corn  crop.    This  crop  is  estimated  at  5 
million  tons.    There  is  also  a  total  carry-over  of  around  1.7  million  tons 
which  indicates  that  there  may  be  a  considerable  surplus  of  corn  available  • 
for  hog  feeding. 

Current  marketings  of  hogs  are  around  65,000  head  per  month,  compared 
with  about  80,000  in  April  of  1948,  and  more  than  126,000  in  November. 
As  a  result  of  last  year's  sales  to  continental  Europe,  total  marketings 
in  19^8  reached  1,081,363  head  as  compared  with  9kh,92k  in  I9U7 .  The 
European  sales  in  the  July -December  period  and  the.  possible  inclusion  of 
pork  in  the  new  meat  contract,  now  under  negotiation  with  the  British 
Mission,  have  been  an  encouragement  to  the  industry,  and  negotiations  are 
followed  with  considerable  interest,  ... 

Trade  sources  indicate  that  if  the  British  market  opens  up  for  . 
Argentine  hogs  there  is  a  possibility  that  carcass' grading  will  be  adopted. 
Such  a  classification,  it  is  reported,  would  be  under  the  direction  of 
the  National  Meat  Board.    The  Argentine  Rural  Society  believes  that  this 
plan  would  be  an  incentive  to  production  of  better  animals . 

Prices  for  hogs  during  the  past  few  months  in  Buenos  Aires  have 
been  erratic  as  usual.    The  general  price  trend  has  continued  downwards 
as  the  purchases  for  the  continental  contracts  are  being  completed.  Bids 
for  good  hogs  in  early  May  reached  only  1.10  pesos  per  live  kilo  (1^-9 
cents  per  pound),  somewhat  below  the  February  quotation  of  1.16  pesos 
per  kilo  (15-7  cents  per  pound). 

Total  exports  for  19*1-8  were  made  up  of  hOg  metric  tons  (902,000  pounds) 
of  salted  pork,  llh  tons  (251,000  pounds)  of  smoked  bacon  and  8,078  tons 
(17,809,000  pounds)  of  salted  bacon,  compared  with  771  metric  tons 
(1,700,000  pounds)  of  salted  pork,  251  tons  (553,000  pounds)  of  smoked 
bacon  and  6,932  tons  (15,282,000  pounds)  of  salted  bacon  in  I9U7 . 

The  future  of  the  hog  industry,  to  a  large  extent,  will  depend 
upon  the  results  of  the  present  negotiations  between  the  British  Trade 
Mission  and  the  Argentine  Government  to  include  pork  products  in  the  meat 
contract..    Some  of  the  large  hog  producers  are  taking  a  less  conservative 
stand  on  f ar rowings .    Others  who  have  permanent  equipment  and  a  more  stable 
labor  force  intend  to  step  up  their  feeding  operations  in  anticipation 
of  utilizing  more  of  the  currently  available  corn  crop, 

l/  Based  cn  a  report  of  George  J.  Dietz ,  Agricultural  Analyst,  American 
Embassy,  Buenos  Aires. 
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DANISH  LIVESTOCK  NUMBERS, 
EXCEPT  HORSES  f  INCREASE 

Danish  Livestock  numbers,  according  to  the  March  26  census,  showed 
a  general  increase  for  the  principal  types  except  horses.    The  decline 
in  horse  numbers  reflects  the  increased  agricultural  mechanization  that 
has  taken  place  in  Denmark.    Although  cattle  and  cow  numbers  increased 
4  and  5  percent,  respectively,  hog  numbers  3howed  the  unusually  high 
increase  of  58  percent  over  a  year  earlier.    Poultry  numbers  also 
increased  about  34  percent.    These  increases  are  attributed  to  last 
year's  good  harvest,  feeds  imported  under  the  European  Recovery  Program 
and  the  favorable  price  received  for  pork. 


DENMARK*    Number,  of  cattle,  hogs,  horses  and  poultry 
on  March  26,  1949,  with  comparison 


Category 

19^1  l/  j  19^5 

1946 

!  19^7 

1948 

1949 

Cattle,  total. . 
'    Cows,  only... 

Thousands :Thousands 

Thousands 

[Thousands 

Thousands 

Thousands 

2,976  i  3,142 
1,483  :   t  1,577 
1,873  :l/  1,621 
-      :  589 
13,181  :  16,372 

3,124 
1,592 
,  1,844 
609 
18,388 

3,069 
1,613 
1,799 
576 
19,^15 

2,778 
1,535 
1,368 

537 
13,435 

2,887 
1,605 
2,200 
504 
18,019 

"    .  "  11  '  — *  -1  '  1  1  -  r  .  . ...    '  <  • —  ■  '<  '  ••  ■ — 

1/  Livestock  in  rural  communities  only  -  excludes  parishes  and  boroughs. 


Compiled  from  official  sources. 

SWISS  HOG-    PRICES  REDUCED? 
SUPPLIES  EXCEED  DEMAND 

j 

The  Department  of  Public  Economy  in  Switzerland  on  April  30,  1949 
decided  to  lower  hog  prices  and  requested    butchers  and  licensed  importers 
to  purchase  surplus  market  hogs  because "supply  exceeded  demand.    The  average 
price  paid  to  producers  was  lowered  to  SF'3.50  -  4.00  (37.1  to  42.4  cents 
per  pound)  per  kilogram,  live  weight,  paid  on  the  farm. 

Butchers  and  licensed  importers  are  obliged  to  purchase  those  surplus 
animals  on  the  market  that' lack  buyers.    Such  purchases  refer  to  hogs 
weighing  less  than  125  kilograms  (276  pounds)  and  more  than  150  kilograms 
(331  pounds).    Prices  to  be  paid  for  these  animals  are  fixed  at  SF  3*20 
|33»9  cents  per  pound)  for  light  hogs  and  SF  3.00(31.8  cents  per  pound)  for 
hogs  over  150  kilograms. 

The  Swiss  Livestock  and  Meat  Supply  Cooperative  Society  has  appealed 
to  the  butchers  and  importers  to  fulfill  their  obligations  by  purchasing 
excess  hogs  and  packing  them  in  cold  storage.    These  firms  are  requested 
by  the  Cooperative  to  submit  lists  of  hogs  (halved  carcasses)  stored,  with 
their  total  weight,  and  producers  and  merchants  are  asked  to  report  the 
number  weighing  under  150  kilograms  which  they  are  unable  to  dispose  of. 
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tropica;,  products 

ecuador's  1948  cacao  exports  lower; 
-49  cacao  production  higher 

Ecuador  exported  35.886,000  pounds  cf  cacao  beans  in  1943,  as  compared 
with  45,760,000  pounds  in  I947  and.  an  annual  average  of  42,372,000  pounds 
in  the  prewar  period  1935-39.    The  latest  forecast  places  Ecuador's  1948-49 
cacao  harvest  at  42,588,000  pounds,  compared  with  35,000,000  pounds  in 
1947 -48' and  an  annual  average  prewar  production  cf  42,373,000  pounds, 
according  to  the  American  Consulate  General,  Guayaquil, 

The  United  States  took  23,535,000  pounds  of  cacao  from  Ecuador  in 
1948,  as  compared  with  31,932,000  pounds  in  1947  and  an  annual  average  in 
1935*39  of  13,594.000  pounds.    Colombia  was  Ecuador ss  second  best  customer 
in  1948,  importing  5,287,000  pounds,  which  compares  with  4,274,000  pounds 
in  194 1' .    No  cacao  exports  from  Ecuador  to  Colombia  were  reported  for  the 
prewar  period,    Belgium  took  more  cacao  from  Ecuador  in  1948  than  any 
other  European  country,  importing  2,758,000  pounds,  as  compared  with 
4,865,000  pounds  in  1947  and  an  annual  average  in  1935-39  of  2,039,000 
pounds-    Other  important  destinations  for  Ecuador's  1948  cacao  exports 
were  zhe  Netherlands  and.  Italy. 


ECUADOR:    Exports  of  cacao  beans  in  1948, 
with  comparisons 


Destination 

Average 
;  1935-39 

;     1946  1/ 

1947  1/ 

'     1948  2/ 

Belgium 

Colombia 

Italy 

Net  her  Lands 
United  States 
Other 

1,000 
pounds 

:  1,000 
pounds 

:  842 
7,792 
281 
2,952 
16,912 
7,655 

1,000 
pounds 

4,865 
4,274 
1,208 
1,037 
31,932 
2,57^ 

;  1,000 
pounds 

2,039 

842 
2,087 

13,59'+ 
23,210 

-  2,753 
:  5,237 
:  1,219 
.  1,778 
'  23,535 
:  1,309 

Total  ■ 

^2,372 

36,434    ;  45;7bO 

35,886 

1/  Rev  ised ,    2  /  Preliminary . 


Official  statistics  and  U.S.  Foreign  Service  reports. 

Weather  conditions  in  the  first  part  of  1949  were  reported  very 
favorable  to  the  cacao  bean  crop,  with  heavy  rains  early  in  the  growing 
season.    No  serious  outbreaks  of  cacao  diseases  have  been  observed,  Since 
domestic  consumption  in  Ecuador  is  only  about  1,800,000  pounds  per  annum, 
it  appears  the  country  will  have  an  exportable  surplus  of  nearly 
41,000,000  pounds  from  the  1948-49  crop. 


June  6,  1949 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


552 


BRITISH  EAST  AFRICAN  COFFEE 
EXPORTS  AND  PRODUCTION  HIGHER 

British  EaBt  Africa  exported  1,076,782  "bags  of  green  coffee  in  1948, 
compared  with  695,900  bag3  in  1947  and  the  prewar,  1935-39,  annual  average 
exports  of  732,000  "bags.    Latest  estimates  place  the  19^8-49  production 
at  1,023,100  "bags,  which  compares  with  813,000  bags  in  1947 »48  and  an 
annual  average  1955-39  production  of  785,000  "bags,  according  to  the 
American  Consulate  General  in  Nairobi. 

The  United  Kingdom,,  British  East  Africa's  principal  export  market, 
took  521,935  bags  of  coffee  In  19hS  compared  with  238,909  hags  in  1947 
and  an  annual  average  of  131,627  bags  in  the  prewar  period.    The  United 
States  imported  12,531  bags  of  coffee  from  British  East  Africa  in  1948, 
compared  with  05  "bags  In  1947  and  an  annual  average  in  .1935-39  of 
97,73^  hags,    The  Union  of  South  Africa,  British  Malaya,  Australia.,  and 
Canada,  also  took  considerable  quantities  of  coffee  from  British  East 
Africa  in  194B . 

BRITISH  EAST  AFRICA:    Exports  of  green  coffee  in  19*1-3, 
with  comparisons 


Average 

19^8 

Destination 

1935-39 

19^7 

bags 

"bags 

bags 

Australia 
British  Malaya 
Canada 

Union  of  South  Africa 
United  Kingdom 

United  States  • 
Other 

1  1 

1/ 

131,627 
97,7*6 
502,630 

50,049 
9,568 
23,090 
230,766 
238  909 
'  85 
1^3,^33 

1(6,248 
96,102 
37 ,900 
210,392 
421,935 
12,531 
25.1,674 

Total 

732,000 

695,900 

1,076,762 

l/    Not  available;  if  any,  included  in  other. 
Official  statistics  and  U.S.  Foreign  Service  reports. 


A  breakdown  of  British  East  African  1948  coffee  exports  by  colonies 
shows  Uganda  leading  with  639,885  bags  valued  at  $13,191,000,  followed 
by  Kenya  with  234,468  bags  valued  at  $8,071,000,  and  Tanganyika  with 
202,^29  bags  valued  at  $4,832,000.    All  three  colonies  have  5-year 
contracts  with  the  British  Ministry  of  Food  for  part  of  their  production 
at  fixed  prices  ranging  from  22.7  to  27.2  cents  per  pound  f„o0b.  Under 
their  contracts,  Uganda  supplies  the  British  Ministry  of  Food  with 
31,328  bags  of  mild  coffee  and  105,83?  bags  of  hard  coffee  per  annum, 
Kenya  provides  101, 604  hags  of  mild  coffee  per  year,  and  Tanganyika 
furnishes  84,670  bags  of  mild  coffee  and  76,203  bags  of  hard  coffee 
each  year. 
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The  most  recent  estimates  of  British  East  African  1948-49  coffee 
production  "by  colonies  are:    Uganda,  653,000  "bags,  Tanganyika,  260,025 
bags,  and  Kenya,  110,075  bag3.    The  quantity  and  quality  of  the  1948-49 
coffee  crop  in  Uganda  and  Tanganyika  are  reported  to  bo  better  than  in 
19 47 -48 ,  but  unfavorable  weather  and  unusually  severe  loss  of  leaf  caused 
by  hemileia  resulted  in  a  1948-49  crop  in  Kenya  which  was  less  than  half 
as  large  as  the  1947-48  crop. 

•    FRUITS,  VEGETABLES  AND  NUTS 

KETHEELAUDS  GOVERNMENT 
PROMOTES  POTATO  EXPORTS 

The  Trade  Control  Board  for  potatoes  in  the  Netherlands  has  published 
on  April  23  an  ordinance  aimed  at  promoting  the  sale  of  .Butch-grown  potatoes 
abroad,  according  to  the  American  Embassy,  The  Hague.    The  export  pro- 
motion program  is  to  be  financied  by  a  flat  levy  of  about  1  cent  per 
bushel  on  all  consumption-type  potatoes  exported.    The  fee  will  he  collected 
from  potato  exporters e 

■While  the  Trade  Control  Board  for  potatoes  published  the  ordinance 
in  April  1949,  the  ordinance  involved  a  decision  of  August  6,  1947,  almost 
2  years  earlier.    The  decision  was  that  every  exporter  of  potatoes  for 
direct  consumption  would  be  subject  to  the  payment  of  an  export  foe  of 
fl.  1.00  per  ton  of  potatoes  exported  (slightly  more  than  1  cent  per 
bushel  at  the  present  rate  of  exchange) .    Proceeds  from  the  fee  will  he 
placed  in  a  fund  to  finance  the  promotion  program. 

In  19^7  the  Netherlands  exported  about  4.2  million  bushels  of 
consumption-type  potatoes,  and  in  1948  about  14.2  million  bushels „ 
Accordingly  the  promotion  fund  will  now  have  available  considerable 
revenue  for  carrying  out  the  program.    The  program  is  to  consist  largely  of 
advertising  Dutch  grown  potatoes  in  foreign  markets , 

VEGETABLE-  SHIPMENTS  FROM 
MEXICO  INCREASE 

Shipments  of  vegetables  from  Mexico  to  the  United  States  suddenly 
revived  during  the  first  2  weeks  in  May  1949  in  contrast  to  tho  usual 
seasonal  decline.    A  shortage  during  this  period  of  the  year  of  domestic 
supplies  in  the  United  States,  and  cool  woather  in  the  west  coast 
producing  area  in  Moxico  resulting  in  continued  production  of  high  quality' 
products  are  tho  principal  factors  contributing  to  the  upturn  in  shipments. 

A  total  of  17 .5  million  pounds  cf  tomatoes  were  shipped  in  the 
first  2  weeks  of  May  1949,  compared  with  8.6  million  pounds  during  tho 
corresponding  period  of  1943.    Green  popper  shipments  totaled  703,000  pounds 
thia  year,  compared  with  180,000  pounds  last  year. 

A  new  development  this  season  ia  the  increase  in  volume  of  cantaloupes. 
Although  only  39  carloads  were  shipped  last  season,  it  is  anticipated  that 
200  to  300  carloads  may  move  this  season. 

i 
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Total  shipments  of  principal  vegetables  this  season  to  date  vith 
comparisons  are  given  "below. 

To  May  Ig/jff  To  May  22/1+8  To  May  15  A9 

Pounds  Poonds  Pounds 

Tomatoes                      23I+,  313,^53  199,^,217  1^,183,^38 

Green  Peppers                 22,228,385  18,882,81+8  ^,525,99^ 

Green  Peas                        7,536,872  3,01+1,323  0 

Mixed                                1,190,835  325,828  107,1+89 


Totals  265^269,51+5  221, 661+  ,716  152,1+19,911 

FATS  AND  OILS 


INDIAN  CASTOR_BEAN 
PRODUCTION  DECREASES 


Indian  castor-bean  production  for  the  1948-49  season  (January- 
February  harvest)  amounted  to  122, 080  short  tons  from  1,1+06,000  acres, 
according  to  the  final  estimate.    The  decrease  of  8  percent  from  the  132, 160 
tons  (revised)  produced  in  I9I+7-I+8  is  attributed  mainly  to  smaller  pro- 
duction obtained  in  Hyderabad,  the  chief  producing  area. 

Both  castor-beans  and  castor  oil  are  reported  to  be  largely  consumed 
in  India  as  reflected  by  the  prevailing  comparatively  high  prices .  It 
is  estimated  that  over  50  percent  of  the  total  West  Bengal  production  of 
castor  oil  is  utilized  for  industrial  lubricating  purposes,  while  35  to 
1+0  percent  is  exported,  and  the  balance  is  used  for  the  manufacture  of 
hair  oils,  soap,  and  medicine.    In  addition,  low  grade  castor  oil  is 
consigned  as  an  illuminant  in  most  rural  areas  of  India.    Due  to  the 
higher  rates  for  imported  lubricants,  consumption  of  castor  oil  was 
believed  to  have  increased  during  19^8. 

Castor -bean  exports  from  India  during  I9I+8  amounted  to  only  392 
tons  compared  with  5,230  tons  in  11  months  of  I9I+7  (12 -month  figure  not 
available)  and  1+0,325  tons,  the  1935-39  average.    The  191+8  castor-bean 
exports  were  all  from  Bombay. 

Castor  oil  exports  totaled  19,1+29  tons  in  19^8  compared  with  the 
11 -month  figure  of  17,300  in  I9I+7  and  the  prewar  average  of  6,566  tons. 
Over  15,000  tons  of  the  total  I9I+8  exports  were  from  Bombay  and  the 
remainder  from  Calcutta  and  Madras , 

In  spite  of  the  decline  in  world  ca.s tor  prices  in  19kQ,  domestic 
prices  were  maintained  at  high  levels .    However,  as  foreign  inquiries 
declined,  Bombay  castor  prices  became  lower  during  the  last  quarter  of 
1943.    Castor  quotations  dropped  from  about  35  rupees  per  hundredweight 
($188  per  short  ton)  in  mid-January  I9I+8  to  29  ($155)  mid-December, 
ex -warehouse,  Bombay,  or  a  decrease  of  about  17  percent.    In  the  same 
period  castor-bean  prices  at  Brazilian  ports  dropped  from  around  $172  to 
$112  per  ton,  a  35  percent  decrease. 
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PHILIPPICS  MAY  INCREASE 
MINOR  OILSEED  CROPS 

Production  of  minor  oilseed  crops  in  the  Philippine  Republic,  which 
in  the  past  has  been  on  a  relatively  small  scale,  is  expected  to  increase 
somewhat  in  the  next  3  years ,  according  to  the  American  Embassy,  Manila. 
The^e  crops  are  peanuts,  soybeans,  and  lumbang  nuts. 

Peanut  production  totaled  8,200  short  tons  in  19^3,  or  about  1,000 
tons  more  than  the  output  in  1939-    Although  a  number  of  areas  are  well 
adapted  to  growing  peanuts ,  the  crop  has  not  attained  prominence  in. 
•che  agriculture  of  the  Philippine  Republic.    There  is  no  commercial 
crushing  of  peanuts  for  oil  since  the  output  is  consumed  largely  in 
roasted  or  salted  form. 

Soybean  output  in  19*1-8  is  estimated  at  about  18,000  bushels.  65 
percent  more  than  the  10,900  bushels  produced  in  1939-    Soybeans,  also 
are  not  important  as  a  source  of  oil  in  the  Philippines  since  they  are 
consumed  as  food  in  other  forms. 

Lumbang,  or  candlenut,  production  at  138  tons  last  year  was  less 
than  the  IpO  tons  produced  in  1939.    The  oil  obtained  from  the  lumbang 
nut,  which  yields  at  the  rate  of  17-5  percent,  is  closely  related  to 
tung  oil.    In  the  Philippines  it  is  used  in  the  manufacture  of  paint 
and  rarnish. 

The  gradual  expansion  of  the  Philippine  vegetable  lard  industry 
has  precluded  the  commercial  production  of  both  lard  and  tallow.    A  small 
amount    of    lard,  which  is  imported,  is  consumed  mainly  by  the  Chinese 
population.    Tallow  and  grease,  used  in  hardening  soaps,  are  obtained 
from  offshore  sources, 

COTTON  AND  OTHER  FIBER 

FLOOR  AND  CEILING  PRICES 
OF  INDIAN  COTTON  ANNOUNCED 

The  Indian  Government  announced  on  May  18,  the  floor  and  ceiling 
prices  for  Indian  cotton  for  the  I9I+9 -50  season.    The  maximum  price  of 
Jar i la  will  continue  to  be  the  same.    In  order,  however,  to  encourage 
increased  production  of  better  varieties  of  cotton,  prices  of  these 
cottons  have  been  revised  upwards  by  20  to  80  rupees  per  candy  (O.70 
cert  to  3- 08  cents  per  pound). 

The  war-time  controls  over  prices  of  Indian  cotton  were  reimposed 
September  1,  19^8,  as  an  anti -inflationary  measure.    The  floor  and 
ceiling  prices  were  applicable  to  cotton  of  the  19^3 -1*9  crop  and  earlier 
years.    The  Government  of  India  gave  assurance  it  would,  if  necessary, 
support  the  floor  prices  of  cotton  by  purchasing  cotton  of  the  basic 
grades  and  staples.    There  have  been,  however,  various  representations 
to  the  Government  that  the  floor  and  ceiling  prices  for  the  better  varieties 
were  too  low.    The  revised  prices  on  the  I940-9O  crop  are  to  meet  these 
criticisms.    A  schedule  of  the  floor  and  ceiling  prices  is  as  follows: 
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COTTON -PRICE  QUOTATIONS 
ON  FOREIGN  MARKETS 


The  following  table  shows  certain  cotton-price  quotations  on  foreign  mar tea 
converted  at  current  rates  of  exchange: 

COTTON?    Sjpot  prices  in  certain  foreign  markets,  and  the 
U.S.  gulf -pert  average 


Market  location 
kind,  and  quality 


Alexandria 

Ashmounl.  Good  

Ashmouni ,  F.G.F. . .  . 

Karnak,  Good 

Kamak,  F.G.F.  

Bombay 

Jar i la,  Fine  

Broach,  Fine  

Karachi 

Tf  Punjab,  S.G.,  Fine... 

289F  Sind,  S.G.,  Fine... 

289F  Punjab,  S.G.,  Fine. 
Buenos  Aire s 

Type  B. ......... '  .  , 

Lima 

Tanguis ,  Type  5 

Pima,  Type  1  

Recife 

Mata,  Type  4  

Sertao,  Type  5  

Sao  Paulo 

Sao  Paulo,  Type  5  

Torre on 

Middling,  15/16"  

Sous  ton -Ga lye 3 1  on  -New 

Orleans  av .  ~Mid7  15  /i6  " . . 


'  Date 

;  19V9 

Unit  of 
,    weight  ■•• 

\  Unit  of 
°  currency 

Price  in 
foreign 
c      o  n  c  tt" 

;Equi  -/a  isai 
•U.S.  ceati 

1  p  ox1  p  omicUj 

;  

Kan  tar 

>    QQ   OS   1  hfi 

•Tallari 

45.55 

37.97 

•  " 

4.3.05 

1  35.89 

II 

.  M 

So.  10 

66.77 

t! 

,  II 

(not 

quoted) 

:Candy 

784  lbs. 

:Rupee 

620.00 

'>     23,86  1 

tt 

65O.OO 

:     25.01  1 

Maund 

:  6-1 

52.28  lbs. 

86.00 

•     31.53  \ 

»» 

,  it 

92,50 

33.91 

it 

,  it 

95.00 

34.83 

Metric  ton 

S  6-2 

2204.6  lbs. 

'Peso  ' 

1/4000.00 

Sp .  quintal 

:  6-1 

101.4  lbs. 

•Sol 

(not 

quoted) 

450.00 

44.41  1 

Arroba 

:  6-2 

33.07  lbs. 

:Cruzeiro 
11 

2/  205.00 

33-73 

Sp.  quintal 
101.4  lbs. 

Pound 


Peso 
Cent 


190.00 
197.00 

xxxxx 


31.26 

22.99 
32,35 


rem  U.S.  Foreign  Service  posts 
kets . 


Quotations  on  foreign  markets  reported  by  cable 
abroad.    U.S.  quotations  from  designated  spot,  ma 
1/    Nominal . 

2/    Prices  omitted  from  last  week's  table:    Recife,  May  26,  1949,  in  cruzeiros 
per  arroba  with  U.S.  cents  per  pound  in  parentheses,  Mata,  Type  4,  205*00 
(33.73);  Sertao,  Type  5,  200.00  (  32*90).,  '■ 
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"  GRAINS,  GRAIN  PRODUCTS  MP  FEEDS 
(Continued  from  Page 

BRAZIL -ARGENTINA  ANNOUNCE 
WHEAT  PURCHASE  AGREEMENTS 

An  agreement  signed  May  16  calls  for  the  purchase  of  22  million 
bushels  of  Argentine  wheat  by  Brazil  during  a  12 -month  period  beginning 
May  17,  19^9.    The  agreement  provides  for  delivery  of  600,000  metric  tons 
(  22  million  bushels)  of  wheat  during  that  period,  the  transaction  to  be 
at  a  price  the  equivalent  of  $2.92  per  bushel,  f „o.b.  Buenos  Aires  „  This 
represents  a  sharp  drop  from  the  export  price  of  $4.86  per  bushel  generally 
quoted  up  to  this  time. 

DeliA^ery'of  the  22  million  bushels  is  to  be  made  in  accordance 
with  monthly  quotas,  the  details  of  which  are  to  be  worked  out  between 
representatives  of  the  two  countries.    The  agreement  calls  for  an  additional 

11  million  bushels'  of  wheat  to  be  supplied  by  Argentina  under  terms  to 

be  agreed  on  within  6  months  of  the  date  of  signing.    Argentina's  exports 
of  about  10  million  bushels  of  wheat  to  Brazil  during  a  corresponding 

12  month  period  of  19^8-^9  were  considerably  below  average.  Normally 
about  1  million  metric  tons  (37  million  bushels)  of  wheat  move  to  Brazil 
during  a  marketing  season,  with  the  bulk  of  the  shipments  from  Argentina. 
In  19^8-^9  a  smaller  proportion  than  usual  came  from  Argentina,  and  a 
larger-than-usual  supply  from  the  j'nited  States. 

With  the  signing  of  the  new  contract  with  Brazil,  Argentina  is  said 
to  be  assured  a  market  for  virtually  all  of  the  wheat  surplus  remaining 
for  export  during  the  current  marketing  season. 

Under  terms  of  the  agreement  the  two  Governments  agree  to  facilitate 
trade  in  all  products  traditionally  exchanged  between  the  two  countries, 
with  a  view  to  maintaining  exchange  of  goods  at  the  level  of  value  of  the 
3  years f 19^6 -48 ,    The  major  concern  of  the  agreement,  however,  is  con- 
ceded to  be  the  wheat  provision. 

RAINS  IMPR0"VE  CANADA'S 
GRAIN  PROSPECTS 

Timely  rains  in  late  May  over  Canada's  Prairie  Provinces  materially 
improved  the  grain  outlook  there,  according  to  a  recent  report  of  the 
Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics.    Though  the  rainfall  relieved  dryness 
over  much  of  the  area,  moisture  reserves  were  still  far  below  normal  in 
certain  areas,  especially  in  much  of  central  and  eastern  Alberta,  western 
and  east  central  Saskatchewan  and  in  some  Manitaba  localities.  The 
report  states  that  in  those  areas  frequent  rains  will  be  needed  to  produce 
satisfactory  crops. 

Heavy  frost3  have  necessitated  sane  re -seeding  of  barley  and  oats 
in  parts  of  central  and  northern  Alberta  and  Saskatchewan.  Grasshoppers 
have  been  hatching  in  all  three  Prairie  Provinces .    Control  measures  were 
being  applied  in  affected  districts,  with  good  results  reported  from 
most  areas. 
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prospects  are  generally  favorable  outside  the  main  grain  area. 
Crops  are  reported  to  bs  in  good  to  excellent  condition  In  British 
Columbia,  though  spring  grains  need  rain  in- some  sections.  Grain 
prospects  are  generally  satisfactory  in  much  of  Quebec  despite  some 
cold  weather,  which  has  retarded  growth.     In  Ontario,  grain  prospects 
are  promising,  even  though  growing  conditions  were  unfavorable  in  May. 


LATE  HEWS 


(Continued  from  page  5I4I) 

tons  should  be  available  for  export.    Although  estimates  for  the  country' 
19^9  lard  production  arc  not  available,  it  is  probable  that  no  lard  will 
be  available  for  export,     since  the  Dominion's  need  for  its  total  lard  . 
output  is  expected  to  continue  while  butter  rationing   remains  in  effect. 


Prospects  for  lc)l^)~zjO  production  of  olive  oil  in  Portugal  are  said 
t o  b e  good.     Condition  of  the  olive  tree's  is 'rep orbed  toHEave"  "Improved 
greatly. 


